Welcome to PhotoSweeper

“Do you really need all 12 shots of that coffee
table?”

PhotoSweeper helps you organize your photo collections by finding and grouping duplicate or
similar photos using powerful comparison settings.

It works with Apple Photos*, Adobe Lightroom** and Capture One libraries, as well as photos
from your hard drives.

If you have questions about PhotoSweeper or seek solutions, it is best to contact us by e-mail:
support@overmacs.com

We are always eager to get any requests and suggestions from you. We would like to thank all
users who have contributed to the development of PhotoSweeper by sending questions, bug
reports, and sharing ideas.

*

Apple iPhoto and Aperture are supported too.
** Lightroom Classic CC is supported. Lightroom CC (the cloud-based version) is not supported.

Page 1 of 35 PhotoSweeper


mailto:support@overmacs.com

Getting Started

Browser Info panel
Shows all added photos. Preview, histogram and metadata.

IMG_1964. IMG_1965.jpg
31 Jul 2023 1920x1280 572 KB 31Jul 2023 1920x1248 725 KB

IMG_1966.jpg IMG_1967.jpg IMG_1868.jpg
31 Jul 2023 1920x1220 583 KB 31.Jul 2023 1920x1119 460 KB 371 Jul 2023 1920x115€ 561 KB

l Toolbar

Provides quick access to the most
commonly used functions.
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Basic steps to remove duplicate or similar photos

1. Choose mode

Click Single List Mode on the Welcome screen.

ﬂ BestPhotos.photoslibrary

ﬁ Photos Library.photoslibrary

- SamplePhotos

Welcome to PhotoSweeper

Jersion 4.8.2 (build 48

Single List Mode
Side to Side Mode

Restore Last Session

Scan another folder...
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2a. Add photos from your Photos library (if you use Apple Photos)

Click Media Browser on the toolbar to show the Media Browser window. Add your library to this
window by pressing "+" and choosing your Photos library in the open panel. The Media Browser
displays a library content, including photos, albums and moments.

Select photos in the Media Browser window and drag & drop them to the main window, or just

press the "up arrow" button. You can drag a whole library, a moment/album, or photos. Photos
should be shown in the main window with a green “ribbon” and a Photos icon on each.

Media Browser

v © BestPhotos
Albums

v Years
v 2023
> 3 July
v August
01

‘ f :Oitemsdisplayed

IMG_0376.jpg IMG_0378.jpg

IMG_0379.jpg IMG_0380.jpg IMG_0381.jpg
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2b. Add folders from your Mac (if you keep photos in folders)

Drag & drop a folder to the main window to find all photos inside it (including photos in
subfolders). Drag another folder, if needed.
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Recents
Applications
Desktop
Documents
Downloads
Pictures
Projects

Dropbox

iCloud Drive

 Shared

Google Drive

% Dropbox

Matusnrk

™ B ™ @3

Cancel

s

i

Add
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3. Compare your photos

Press Compare and select what to find:

o Duplicate Files - search for absolutely identical files.

¢ Similar Photos - find photos which look similar. Time Gap determines an interval between
photos and you can set its value from zero seconds to infinity. Matching Level defines the

level of photos similarity and can be changed in the Results on the fly.

e Series of Shots - combine photos into groups, based on a time gap between photos.

Page 6 of 35

What to Find?

= =,
e4 o
Similar Photos fS

Basic Settings Advanced

me aspect ratio

Photos of the same format only

File Name:
Don't match

Time Gap:

Matching Level:

Cancel
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4. Review results and mark photos for removal

The Results mode displays all found duplicates in groups, and it's up to you which photos to
mark for further removal (usually you only need to keep one photo for each group). You can do it
either automatically by pressing Auto Mark on the toolbar, or manually by selecting each photo
and pressing Enter.

When you press Auto Mark on the toolbar, all photos in each group, except one, are marked
according to the rules defined in Settings. For instance, if you have 4 photos in one group, 3 will
be marked for removal and 1 will be kept. The Auto Mark rules determine which photo in each
group to keep. By default, the Auto Mark rules are configured to keep the largest image.

All-in-One

IMG_1620.Jpg IMG_1623.Jpg
30 Jul 2023 1920x1280 522 KB I 30 Jul 2023 1920x1280 562 KB

IMG_1625.jpg IMG_1630.jpg IMG_1631.jpg
30 Jul 2023 1920x1280 645 KB F 30 Jul 2023 1920x1280 670 KB 1) 30 Jul 2023 1920x1247 692 KB

20,

pr /> (230 B IMG_1623pg

Trash Marked
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5. Move marked photos to Trash

Click Trash Marked and confirm removal. Upon removal, files go to the system trash, while items
from Photos - to the Trash (PhotoSweeper) album.

Important: You need to delete all photos inside the Trash
(PhotoSweeper) album manually. Follow how to steps below in this
manual.
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Adding photos in details

You can add photos from your Mac and Photos, Lightroom and Capture One libraries.

To add photos from your hard drive drag and drop a folder with your photos
from Finder into the browser, or press Command+O to show the standard
Open panel. All photos inside a folder will be found and added.

To add photos from Photos, Lightroom, or Capture One click Media Browser
on the toolbar. The Media Browser window appears with previously added

libraries, their aloums and photos. At the first launch you may need to add

“ your library files to the Media Browser window by using the “+" button. Drag
and drop photos you want to compare from the Media Browser window to the
browser.

In the browser, photos from libraries are marked with a green “ribbon” at the top-left corner.

IMG_0843.jpg IMG_0843.jpg
29 Jul 2023 1920x1530 512 KB 29 Jul 2023 1920x1530 512 KB

from Apple Photos from a hard drive (a file)
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Warning: Close Photos, Lightroom and Capture One applications before
using PhotoSweeper in order to synchronize library content. If a library is
being changed while PhotoSweeper is launched, close a native

application and press the refresh button in the Media Browser window.
To remove photos from the Photo List select them in the browser and use the menu Photos >
Remove Photos from List, or press Command+Delete.

To fast empty the Photo List click Clear List on the toolbar.

Hint: You can quit PhotoSweeper at any time and resume the app at the same stage

with the same photos. Upon launching the app, just press Restore Last Session to
restore the photo list and comparison results.
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Comparison Settings

PhotoSweeper provides powerful settings, allowing you to find:

o Duplicates Files - search for absolutely identical files.

e Similar Photos - find photos which look similar. Time Gap determines an interval between
capture dates, and you can set its value: from zero seconds to infinity. Matching Level defines
the level of photos similarity and can be changed in the Results on the fly.

e Series of Shots - combine photos into groups, based on a time gap between photos.

What to Find?

Duplicate Files ~ Similar Photos Series of Shots

Basic Settings Advanced

Compare: Photos of any size
Photos of the same size
® Photos with the same aspect ratio

Photos of the same format only

File Name: [§
Don't match

Time Gap: l
1 minute and less

Matching Level:
Partial

Hint: Comparison of photos can take quite a long time and depends on how many
photos you add and what settings you use.

While receiving results, PhotoSweeper saves loaded bitmaps and stores them in a cache in order
to make the next bitmap loading of the same photos extremely fast.
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Similar Photos: Advance settings
You choose how to compare photos:

e Bitmaps - compares pixels of size-reduced images.
e Histograms - compares histograms of images.

e Subjects - compares subjects on photos ignoring other details.

Hint: Subjects is a slower method but gives you more “native” results, powered by
Neural Engine. Highly recommended for a small or medium amount of photos.

Small bitmap size increases comparison speed and reduces memory usage, while large bitmap
size delivers more precise results. Blur Radius allows you to smooth edges on photos.

Hint: Bitmap Size 48x48 is usually enough to get satisfactory comparison results.
Using bigger bitmaps takes significantly more memory and is not recommended for a
large photo list.

Hint: Align Colors preprocessing helps you find duplicate photos even after applying
color adjustments, such as contrast, brightness, white balance, auto levels, etc.

Hint: Using Grayscale color mode dramatically decreases comparison time.
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Reviewing results

You can review groups in 3 modes:

e One by One: one large image is shown. This mode allows you to fast switch between photos
in a group to capture a difference and mark/unmark a photo with just a click.

Matching Level

Back button Switch Allows you to regroup
between modes

photos “on-the-fly”.

® Groups view l Photos in a group
Displays result groups and
allows you to select one.

To navigate quickly between photos press «, = keys; T, 1 - to navigate between groups.
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o Face-to-Face: two large photos from one group are displayed with more details, such as
image metadata, file paths, capture dates, etc. Mark/unmark a photo with just a click.

Matching Level

Back button Switch Allows you to regroup

between modes photos “on-the-fly”.

Face-to-Face

—gy Grovw 120

Group 122

Group 123

Group 126

29» [ IMG_1306 jpg

® Groups view l Photos in a group
Displays result groups and
allows you to select one.
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Face-to-Face mode also allows you to compare metadata information by pressing Info on the

toolbar. Different values are marked red.

-

W Group 121
.-
. Group 122

2
4

Group 123

LT
Lé®

%’ Group 125

Group 126

Face-to-Face

-

20> [@ IMG_1306 jpg

To mark either left or right photo using a keyboard press Shift++ or Shift+—, for navigation

between photo pairs press Command+ ¢+, Command+-.
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o All-in-One: allows you to see all groups together, but with fewer details.

) Matching Level
Back button Switch

Allows you to regroup
between modes

photos “on-the-fly”.

All-in-One

MG_1299.jpg IMG_1300.Jpg
29 Jul 2023 1920x1119 494 KB 29 Jul 2023 1920x1182 678 KB

29 Jul

0 BestPhotos &

7 B

Auto Mark  Unmark

® Browser
Displays all photos grouped, with headers for
groups and thumbnails for photos.
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Marking photos

The browser displays marked photos with the red bottom and “Trash Bin” badge added in the
corner. To mark or unmark photos select them and press Enter key, or simply double-click.

IMG_3045.jpg IMG_3046.jpg
31 Jul 2023 1920x1280 545 KB @ 31 Jul 2023 1920x1280 466 KB

marked photo unmarked photo

The One by One and Face-to-Face modes allow you to mark or unmark with just a click.
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Auto Mark

You have an opportunity to mark all photos automatically with just one click using Auto Mark on
the toolbar. PhotoSweeper marks all photos in each group, except one, based on rules defined in
the Settings window.

Auto Mark

Folder Priority:

# | Folder Add Folder

1. i jon > B Pictures > [ BestPhotos Remove

* folders on top are more important than others.

Rules:

# Name Rule

c
@
]

-

Source mark files

Missing mark missing

Dimensions mark smaller

File Type mark non RAW+HEIC
Album mark not added to albums
Favorite mark non-favorite

Shared mark not shared photos

Rating mark lower-rated

© ® N O O s ® N
QRO

Portrait Photos mark not Portrait

> O O O OO OO OO

in ’ UND Dhatae ——ls LI
* check rules you need, set values for them, drag and drop to change the order.

If you want to skip a rule, uncheck it; to set the rule order - drag and drop rows.
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How Auto Mark rules work

For instance, there are 5 similar images in one group with rules applied, as shown on the
screenshot below.

All-in-One
¥ Preview
Auto Mark
) B 9 .
— k
L 58

Folder Priority

A
)
. P #  Folder Add Folder

Photo2.jpg Photo3.jpg * folders on top are more important than others.
28 Jul 2023 1500x1000 233 KB 28 Jul 2023 750x500 61KB
Rules:

# Use Name Rule

<

Source mark files
Rating

Dimensions

File Size

Color Label

Favorite

Flagged mark unflagged

Rejected mark rejected

Sessse8ss

Missing mark ]
Photod.jpg Photo5.jpg

Uiddan
28 Jul 2023 1500x1000 184 K8 28 Jul 2023 750x500 61KB

* check rules you need, set values for them, drag and drop to change the crder.

7 i il © -~—»

Auto Mark Trash Marked Info_ | Quick Look

When you press the Auto Mark button, firstly, 5 photos are compared based on the rule #1. In
this case it's Source. In this sample each photo is a file, therefore the next rule is applied.

Next rule #2, Rating. In the sample given, 3 photos have 5-star rating. As a result, 2 photos
without rating are marked, and the rest 3 photos are compared using the next rule.

Next rule #3, Dimensions. There are 2 photos of 1500x1000 pixels and 1 photo of 750x500. As a
result, 1 photo of smaller dimensions is marked, 2 photos are compared using the next rule.

Next rule #4, File Size. One of the two photos has a less file size, therefore it's marked. Thus, one
photo is left, and the job is done.

Page 19 of 35 PhotoSweeper



In the end, you have 4 photos marked for removal, keeping the 5-star rating photo of the largest
dimensions and size.

All-in-One

Auto Mark

Folder Priority.
@  Folder Add Folder

Photol.jpg Photo2.jpg Photo3.jpg * folders on top are more important than others.

28 Jul 2023 760x600 68 KB 28 Jul 2023 1500x100C 233 KB 28 Jul 2023 0 B1KE
Rules

Name Rule
Source mark

Rating mark lower-rated
Dimensions mark smaller

File Size mark smaller
Color Label mark without labe!

Favorite mark non-f;

N :
fever stars L ejecte mark rejected

mark
Photod. jpg Photob.jpg

BAIEOONIOO0RICENR. W ) Ll * check rules you noed, set values for them, drag anc ¢ to change the order.

i ©

Info | Quick Look
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Other features

If you have a lot of result groups, checking results after auto marking can become a tedious task.
In this case, instead of auto marking all groups, you can auto mark photos in certain groups only
by using the menu Groups > Auto Mark. In the One by One and Face to Face modes only
photos in the current group will be auto marked, in the All in One mode all selected groups will
be processed.

If needed, you can mark all photos in a group by using the menu Groups > Mark All Photos.

Often you need to mark all photos from a group with an exception of one or two. For this
purpose you can select photos you want to keep and use the menu Groups > Mark All Except
Selected Photos.

To quickly unmark all photos use the menu Photos > Unmark All.

You also have an opportunity to select photos located in the same place: a containing folder for
files from your Mac, an album, or an event for photos from Photos. All you need to do is select
one photo and use the menu Photos > Select Photos within.

Hint: You can mark photos in Photo List mode as well. To switch between Photo List
and Results modes press Control+1 and Control+2, or use the View menu.
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Moving marked photos to Trash

To remove all marked photos press Trash Marked on the toolbar and confirm removal. The

progress bar shows the start and the end of the process, as photos go to trash.

Apple Photos

On moving to trash macOS asks you once to allow interaction between PhotoSweeper and
Photos applications. You need to approve it. If you accidentally press Decline, you can go to

System Settings > Privacy & Security > Automation and correct it.

® o < > Automation

Q Ssearch Allow the applications below to control other applications. This will
provide access to documents and data in those applications, and to
perform actions with them.

=3 General
@ Appearance v y PhotoSweeper
Accessibility Photos ©

a Control Centre
© siri & spotlight

¥ Privacy & Security

Desktop & Dock

a Displays
(. Wallpaper

= Screen Saver

a Battery

B Lock Screen
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As a result, photos are in the album named Trash (PhotoSweeper). All photos are still stored
where they used to be.

You need to delete all photos inside the Trash (PhotoSweeper) album manually, it's not the same
as removing photos from the album, or removing the album. After manual deletion, all photos
are deleted from all locations, including iCloud, iPhone, iPad etc. To trash photos, follow these
steps:

1. Launch Photos application.

2. Select the Trash (PhotoSweeper) album (you can use the sidebar to select; to show the
sidebar use the menu View > Show Sidebar).

3. Select all photos (you might need to wait for some time, up to 5 minutes, Photos app
sometimes doesn't select all photos until all previews are generated).

4. Click the menu Image and press and hold the Command key. Important: you should see the
menu Delete Photos (not Remove Photos from Album).

5. Click Delete Photos. Photos will go to Recently Deleted.

6. Delete photos in Recently Deleted. Now, when these steps are completed, photos will be
removed from all locations, including iCloud.

Please note that real files are being deleted in the background (even when Photos application is
not open) and this process may take some time.

Watch YouTube video showing the process.
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Lightroom

Important: Lightroom application must be closed until removal is
finished.

As a result, photos are moved to the collection named Trash (PhotoSweeper) and are also
marked as Rejected.

Next time you launch Lightroom the collection Trash (PhotoSweeper) is pre-selected. To get rid
of photos select all of them and, holding Command and Shift keys, use the menu Photo >
Remove and Trash Photos.

Another possible option is to remove Rejected photos: select the All Photographers catalog and
use the menu Delete Rejected Photos.

Capture One

Important: Capture One application must be closed until removal is
finished.

As a result, photos are moved to the Capture One trash.
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Side to Side mode

Side to Side mode lets you find duplicates between two groups of photos while ignoring
duplicates inside each group. It allows you to compare the contents of two folders with each

other, or to find photos similar to a single image.
You can add files, folders or libraries to either group. All photos inside a folder and library will be

found and compared.

*'; IMG_1886.jpg BestPhotos
' 30 Jul 2023 1920x1920 473 KB ) jon > B Pictures > M BestPhotos

b IMG_2461.jpg BestPhotos.photoslibrary
31 Jul 2023 1920x1920 853 KB 2 » B /> [ BestPhotos.photoslibrary

¥, IMG_4033.jpg
S 2 Aug 2023 1920x1920 644 KB

Compare

Hint: Use the Lock Photos option on the left side or right side to protect previously
sorted folders or libraries.
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Advanced features

Marked Photos mode

You have an opportunity to see only marked photos in a separate mode. Use the menu Marked >
Show Marked Photos or press Control+3 to get into the Marked Photo mode.

IMG_1279.jpg IMG_1298.jpg
29 Jul 2023 1920x1280 346 KB 0 9 Jul 2023 19201119 494 KB

IMG_1305.jpg IMG_1306.ipg IMG_1314.jpg
29 Jul 2023 1920x1280 775 K8 20 Jul 2023 1920x1280 777 KB | 20 Jul 2023 1920x1174 449 KB

—
£ BestPhotos b ) Years 3 202
-

Move to Trash  Move
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Renaming photos while moving or copying

You can set meaningful file names to your photos while moving or copying them using the menu
File > Move to Folder and Rename or File > Copy to Folder and Rename.

How to name your files?

Prefix: Current Name New Name

oz py DESLFTIOIU_UUUZ |
S Lt MG_0003.jpg BestPhoto_0003.jp:
Suffix: 0004.)pg BestPhotc_0004.jp:

Find and Replace
007.

BestPhoto_0008 jpeg
Replace: BestPhoto_( J
BestPhoto_0010.jpeg
Change existing BestPhoto_0011.jpeg
Start Index: 18 BestPhoto_0012.jpeg
MG_0013.jpg BestPhoto_0013.jpeg

Number of Digits: 42 MG_0014.jpg
MG_0015.jpg BestPhoto_0015.jpeg
MG_0016.Jpg Photo_0016.Jpeg
MG_0017.jpg astPhoto_0017 jpeg
MG 0018.ina Photo 0018.ibea

Find:

peg

Sequence:

Transform:

Sort: | By Date

Cancel Con
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Image Info

Sometimes basic information about photos is not enough to decide which one to keep. To show
advanced information about the photo selected, click Info button on the toolbar.

Preview

Histogram

Metadata

Title IMG_0386.jpg
File type JPEG image
File size 384 KB
File created 28 Jul 2023 at 14:57:58
File modified 28 Jul 2023 at 14:57:58
Attributes
Photo type
Color label -
Albums
Projects
Rating
Caption
Keywords -
Dimensions 1920x1357
DPI 72.0x72.0
Orientation
Capture date 28 Jul 2023 at 14:57:58

Digital zoom ratio

Copyright
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Movies

In addition to photos, you can also compare video files. Follow the same steps to find duplicate
movies as you do with photos, including possibility to add movies from Photos, Adobe
Lightroom and Capture One libraries.

In the browser movies are marked with a “camcorder” badge at the bottom-right corner.

IMG_8363.MOV
30 Jun 2023 1920x1080 47,2 MB

Warning: PhotoSweeper finds absolutely identical video files only,
regardless of comparison settings you choose.
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Locked photos

There’s also an option to lock photos. Locked photos are used for comparison, but they can’t be
marked for deletion. To lock or unlock photos select them and press Command+L, or use the

menu Photos > Lock.

IMG_1791.jpg
30 Jul 2023 1920x1280 354 KB

Locked photo

Hint: To ignore result groups containing locked photos only, turn on Settings >
Advanced > Groups: Skip with locked photos only.
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When you add photos you can lock all images from a specific folder automatically using settings
in the Settings window.

Auto Lock

General ) rk

Import Extensions

Locked Folders Add Folder

2 > B Pictures> 8 BestPhotos.photoslibrary Remove

* photos from these folders will be locked on adding.

Photos will be locked if:

Add Rule
All of the following are true =|zr
Album Name is not Empty =J|l=r

* criteria to lock photos on adding to Photo List.

Apply Now
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Searching photos in the browser

In addition, you can search photos in the Photo List mode using different criteria. To show or hide
the filter panel press Find Photos on the toolbar or Command+F.

of the following are true

IMG_1621.jpg IMG_1622.jpg IMG_1627.jpg
30 Jul 2023 1280x1920 673 KB 30 Jul 2023 15081920 BB6 KB 30 Jul 2023 1366x1920 750 KB

ro’:' .)

Compare
rowser  Add Folder Find Photos €

Page 32 of 35 PhotoSweeper



Filtering photos while adding

You can skip small images or files in specific image/video formats using settings in the Settings

window. These options are for photos being added to the browser.

Import

@® @r

Aark Au ock Extensions

General Auto M

File Types:
Import  Description

com.microsoft.cur
com.apple.atx

public.avis

org.khronos.ktx2
com.kodak.tif-raw-image
3GPP movie (3gp, 3gpp, sdv)
ASTC textures (astc)

AV1 Image File Format (avif)

AU AADEN N T v Chrammn (madkn maDéA)

* check/uncheck file types to filter photos being added.

Minimum File Size: 0<C (KB ¢

Minimum Photo Size: [:l

Small size Any Size Large size
System Folders: ¥ Skip system folders

* photos from system or hidden folders are skipped.
Turning off this option is dangerous and not recommended.
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RAW image formats

PhotoSweeper has extensions for loading image and video files. You can change their order or
turn off extended ones in the Settings window.

System Image Decoder reads RAW formats supported by Apple.

Extended RAW provides custom pre-processing of RAW images and extends the list of
supported RAW image formats.

Extended Video allows you to read video formats which are not supported by QuickTime.

Extensions

Extensions:
# Use Name Description
System Image Decoder Powered by macOS

LR Decoder Lightroom Previews Decod...

System Video Decoder Provided by QuickTime

WebP WebP decoder by Google
Extended RAW Extra RAW formats

Extended Video Extra video formats

* check extensions you need, drag and drop to change the priority.
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Sidecar files

Sidecar files are files that store data which is not supported by the format of a source file. The
relationship between the source file and the sidecar file is based on the file name; sidecar files

have the same base name as the source file, but with a different extension.

Examples: RAW + .xmp (extensible metadata), RAW + .jpg, exported Live photos (.heic + .mov).

By default sidecar files are not processed, you need to enable it in the Settings window. On any
file operation (i.e., moving to trash), PhotoSweeper checks if sidecar files are present and repeats

the same file operation on them.

Compare:

Sidecar Files:
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Advanced

Use fast bitmap generator
* whether to use the fast bitmap generator to increase speed of
comparing operations.
v Cache bitmaps
* whether to cache bitmaps to increase speed of subsequent
comparing operations.

Compact progress style

* whether to hide image previews during comparison (may slightly
improve performance).

Skip with locked photos only

* whether to ignore result groups containing locked photos only.

v Collect logs

* use this option only when required. To send logs, use the menu
Help > Send Logs to Support Team.

v Process sidecar files

xmp aae onl exif
exv icc vrd thm

* sidecar files usually contain associated metadata and must have
the same filename as the source photo.
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